
CALL FOR PAPERS ...

Minnesota Undergraduate 
History Symposium

Saturday, April 25, 2015, 8:30 a.m.–3 p.m. • Bethany Lutheran College • Mankato, Minnesota

About the Symposium

Established in  2014  by  history  professors  from Bethany
Lutheran College, Bethel University, and the University of
Northwestern-St.  Paul,  the  Minnesota  Undergraduate
History  Symposium  fosters  opportunities  for  college
students to:

• share their research in the field of history

• dialogue  concerning  the  significance  of  the
Christian faith in the historian’s vocation

• network  for  graduate  school  and  career
opportunities

The  symposium  features  undergraduate  presenters
introduced by faculty moderators, plus a panel of faculty
members for  discussing  broader  issues  related  to
historiography,  faith  and  learning,  career  development,
and other themes of interest to History majors.

Eligibility and Application Procedure

Undergraduate presentations may be adapted from upper-
division term papers,  senior theses,  or similar academic
projects. The symposium welcomes  a broad spectrum of
time  periods,  places,  and  historiographic  perspectives
(intellectual history, social history, military history, etc.).
Students of any major are welcome to participate, so long
as their research conforms to the historical discipline.

Please  send,  via  email  to  Dr.  Ryan  C.  MacPherson  at
mac@blc.edu, the following:

1. The title of your research project, an indication of its
genre (senior  thesis,  seminar  paper,  etc.),  and  an
abstract, up to 200 words in length (either included
in the email body or attached in Word, OpenOffice, or
PDF format).

2. Your  résumé,  attached  in  PDF,  that  includes  your
contact  information (email and  phone);   identifies
the  name  of  the  degree you  are  pursuing  and  the
college at which you are pursuing that degree (e.g.,
“B.A.  History,  Bethany  Lutheran  College”);  and,
highlights  other accomplishments that  would  be

worthy  of  mention  when  the  session  moderator
introduces you at the conference.

Presentation Length: 15 to 20 minutes

Deadline: March 25, 2015 (notifications of acceptance
will be sent to applicants by April 1)

Panel  Discussion:  “Western  Civilization
and the Christian Liberal Arts Tradition”

Faculty  from  Bethany,  Bethel,  and  Northwestern  will
address questions such as the following, and invite further
discussion from the undergraduates in attendance:

• Is  “Western  Civilization”  still  worth  teaching  at
Christian liberal arts colleges?

• Is  there  any  essential  relationship  between  our
understanding of Christianity and our understanding
of Western Civilization?

• Is the recent trend toward “Global History” a reaction
against the Christian tradition, or an affirmation of the
Great Commission?

Registration for Non-Presenters

Registration  is  free. Presenters will  be  registered
automatically. To register as a non-presenter, please send
your name, the name of your college,  and your position
(professor  or  student)  to   Dr.  Ryan  C.  MacPherson  at
mac@blc.edu by  April  10,  2015.  College  departments
attending as a  group are  encouraged to submit  a  single
group registration email.

Directions and Accommodations

Snacks  will  be  provided.  Lunch  will  be  available  for
purchase  at  the  campus  dining  facility  ($7  each).  Maps
and lodging:

• www.blc.edu/maps-and-directions

• www.blc.edu/local-accommodations

For more information:
Dr. Ryan C. MacPherson
Chair, Dept. of History
Bethany Lutheran College
Mankato, MN 56001
507 344 7787 • mac@blc.edu


